Subcutaneous metastases after laparoscopic-assisted partial hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma.
We reported an unusual case with subcutaneous seeding of hepatocellular carcinoma 12 months after laparoscopic-assisted partial hepatectomy. A 69-year-old woman with hepatitis-C-related liver cirrhosis was found to have hepatocellular carcinoma on routine sonographic examination. The tumor located superficially in the left lateral segment. She received laparoscopic-assisted partial hepatectomy for the tumor in February 2002. She was uneventful after the surgery and serum α-fetoprotein level dropped from 1217 to 275 ng/mL in 3 months. Serum α-fetoprotein level was found to rise 9 months after surgery and a subcutaneous tumor appeared over the surgical wound 12 months after surgery. Resection of lesion showed hepatocellular carcinoma. To our knowledge, seeding of hepatocellular carcinoma on surgical wound has rarely, if ever, been reported after laparoscopic-assisted surgery. The patient died of disseminated recurrence 20 months after the surgery. This case reminded us the risk of tumor seeding after laparoscopic-assisted partial hepatectomy.